
THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURES 
September 11, 2022 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 32:7–11, 13–14    1 Timothy 1:12–17    Luke 15:1–32 

 

Reflection by: Sister Ann Marie Rimmer, OP 

I Will Rise and Go to My Father 

We human beings certainly mess up. The reading from Exodus recalls our ancestors, the 
Israelites, having been freed from slavery. As they move through the desert, they violate 
the first two commandments by building a molten calf to worship. God wants to disown 
them to punish them. Moses will not allow this disassociation. These are God’s people.  
Moses reminds God and God relents. God’s compassion and Moses’ goodness are evident. 

The Gospel reading today reflects the character of God and the nature of Christ. When we 
ponder them, we are invited to trust in God no matter how much we have messed up. The 
Pharisees, of course, are known as the righteous leaders. They criticized Jesus because he 
associated with the tax collectors and sinners who were social outcasts. Yet Jesus knew he 
was opening the reign of God to all people.     

In the first two parables, Jesus depicts the extravagant care of the shepherd searching for 
the lost sheep and the woman who lost her precious coin. The shepherd and the woman 
both rejoice that something that was lost is found. What a wonderful outcome of these 
parables. The third story tells of the prodigal son who messed up. He takes his inheritance 
and squanders it in loose living. Yet, when he finally returns to his father merely to eat 
what the pigs are eating, his father runs to greet him, to put a silk robe on him, then calls 
for a feast to be prepared to celebrate his son’s return. 

Paul, in his letter to Timothy, proclaims himself a blasphemer, persecutor and an arrogant 
man. He preaches that Jesus Christ, and he alone, saved him because he came for sinners.  
All Paul’s good works are now through Jesus Christ who came into this world to save 
sinners. Paul is overwhelmed with God’s goodness and extravagant love. Are we? 


